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Appendix D

Proposal Solicitation, Bidder Registration and Proposal Submittal & Receipt Processes
for
Fall 2003
Request for Proposals (RFP)
for
Supply-Side Resources

Entergy Services, Inc.

November 10, 2003

Overview

This document describes the processes that ESI will utilize during the Proposal Solicitation, Bidder Registration, Proposal Submittal and Proposal Receipt phases of the Fall 2003 Request for Proposals (RFP) for Supply-Side Resources.  The process used to evaluate specific proposals is described separately in Appendix E.  This process includes certain steps and procedures that are new with this RFP, as compared to previous versions of ESI’s Supply-Side RFPs.
Process Overview

The process includes the following major activities which shall be conducted sequentially:

1.
Proposal Solicitation

2.
Bidder Registration

3.
Proposal Submittal

4.
Proposal Receipt and Screening

1. Proposal Solicitation Process
1.1 Notification of RFP
1.1.1. The primary notification mechanism for the Fall 2003 RFP shall be the posting of the following draft information on the RFP Website, https://emo-web.no.entergy.com/ENTRFP/index.htm, on or about October 1, 2003.
1.1.1.1. Draft RFP Document
1.1.1.2. Appendices A – E
1.1.1.3. Draft Model Contracts (See 1.2 below.)
1.1.2. ESI will also provide written notification of its intent to file an RFP to parties who have previously submitted proposals and/or expressed an interest in providing supply-side capacity proposals to ESI on or before October 1, 2003.
1.2 Model Contracts
1.2.1. ESI will develop and post draft Model Contracts for the following products concurrent with the posting of the Fall 2003 RFP Draft Document and Appendices A – E on the RFP Website on or about October 1, 2003.
1.2.1.1. MUCCO Products
1.2.1.1.1. CCGT, Cogeneration or other type of generating plant
1.2.1.1.2. CT/Quick Response

1.2.1.2. MUCPA Products
1.2.1.2.1. Dispatchable CCGT, Cogeneration or other type of generating plant (Purchase Agreement or Tolling Agreement)

1.2.1.2.2. Dispatchable CT/Quick Response (Purchase Agreement or Tolling Agreement)

1.2.1.2.3. Must-Take On-Peak (Purchase Agreement)

1.2.1.2.4. Must-Take Standard Baseload (Purchase Agreement)

1.3 Bidders’ Conference and RFP Questions
1.3.1. A Bidders’ Conference will be held on October 23, 2003, in Houston, Texas to review the electronic proposal submission process, discuss resource needs and address questions regarding the RFP including, but not limited to, questions regarding:
1.3.1.1. Solicitation Process
1.3.1.2. Bidder Registration

1.3.1.3. Electronic Proposal Submission Process
1.3.1.4. Proposal Receipt Procedures
1.3.1.5. Evaluation Process
1.3.1.6. Technical Issues
1.3.1.7. Product Types
1.3.2. Bidders are strongly encouraged, but not required, to attend the Bidders’ Conference.  By no later than October 21, 2003, Bidders are requested to notify ESI of the names of all individuals who plan to attend the Bidders’ Conference by contacting the RFP Administrator, (at the email address listed below) with such Bidder’s company name as well as names and telephone numbers of all individuals planning to attend the meeting.  ESI will subsequently post all presentations provided at the Bidders’ Conference on the RFP Website.

1.3.3. All questions regarding the RFP, whether they arise before, during or after the Bidders’ Conference, must be submitted in writing to the RFP Administrator.  In order to provide all interested parties with access to information elicited through the submission of questions, ESI intends to provide written responses to all questions, and to post the questions and answers on the RFP Website.  Bidders are urged to submit questions as early as possible, in light of the fact that best and final proposals are due by November 20, 2003.  During the proposal submission period (November 18, 2003 through November 20, 2003), ESI only expects to provide answers to questions which are specific to an actual proposal submission issue.
1.3.3.1. All notifications and/or questions shall be submitted in writing (letter or email) to:
Ms. Laura Berryman

RFP Administrator

Entergy Services, Inc.

10055 Grogans Mill Road

T-PKWD-3A

The Woodlands, TX  77380

Email:  lberrym@entergy.com
Fax:  281-297-3937

1.3.4. Unsolicited contact relating to this RFP with other employees of ESI or any of the Entergy Operating Companies or their affiliates, without the specific, prior written consent of the RFP Administrator, is not allowed and may, depending on the circumstances, constitute grounds for disqualification.
1.3.5. ESI personnel may orally address written questions submitted during the Bidders’ Conference; however, the written response thereto may contain information that is different from or in addition to information that has been provided orally, and the written response shall be deemed to supercede the oral response.

1.3.6. All questions regarding transmission service availability and costs should be referred to the Entergy Transmission Organization through the OASIS website http://oasis.e-terrasolutions.com/OASIS/EES.

1.4 Confidential Information
1.4.1.1. ESI does not expect that it will be required to provide information that is confidential to ESI or any of the Entergy Operating Companies in response to Bidder questions.  If, however, ESI determines that a Bidder’s question calls for an answer that would contain such confidential information, and that the provision of such confidential information is necessary and appropriate in furtherance of its consideration of the Bidder’s proposal, then a confidentiality agreement may be posted on the RFP Website pursuant to which the requested information may be submitted.  In the event that information confidential to ESI or any of the Entergy Operating Companies is to be provided in response to a Bidder’s question, ESI will respond to that question in writing via certified mail to all Bidders who have timely executed and returned confidentiality agreements to ESI.
1.4.1.2. ESI does not expect any questions Bidders may submit to contain information that the Bidder considers to be confidential.  If a Bidder believes that certain information contained in a question the Bidder intends to submit should be treated as confidential, the Bidder is strongly urged, first, to attempt to exclude all of the information the Bidder believes to be confidential from the question, by redaction or other means the Bidder believes appropriate, and then, to submit the question.  Alternatively, if the Bidder believes that it is necessary or advisable to submit the question without redacting confidential information, then the Bidder should, without providing any confidential information, notify ESI in writing of the purpose of the question and the nature of the confidential information contained therein, such that ESI can make a determination as to whether the Bidder’s question requires the disclosure, either by the Bidder or by ESI, of confidential information, or whether such disclosure is unnecessary or can be avoided for purposes of the RFP process.  If ESI determines that the disclosure of information confidential to the Bidder is necessary and appropriate in furtherance of its consideration of the Bidder’s proposal, ESI may provide an executed confidentiality agreement pursuant to which such question may be submitted, although ESI reserves the right to respond in any manner that ESI determines to be appropriate in the circumstances.  In the event that a question containing information that the Bidder considers to be confidential is timely submitted to ESI pursuant to the confidentiality agreement, ESI will send a copy of the question and answer to the Bidder by express mail.

1.5 Comment Period
1.5.1. ESI will consider written feedback and comments on the draft Fall 2003 RFP for Supply-Side Resources from the following parties until November 6, 2003,  although parties are encouraged to submit comments as soon as possible prior to that deadline:
1.5.1.1. The Entergy Operating Companies’ Retail Regulators
1.5.1.2. Market Participants
1.5.1.3. Other interested parties and stakeholders
1.6 Issuance of Final RFP
1.6.1. ESI will issue a Final RFP on or about November 10, 2003, which will incorporate changes and/or comments which, as solely determined by ESI, warrant inclusion in the RFP documents.
1.6.2. ESI will post the following final documents on the RFP Website on or about November 10, 2003:
1.6.2.1. Final RFP Document
1.6.2.2. Appendices A – E

1.6.2.3. Final Model Contracts

2. Bidder Registration

2.1.1. Purpose
2.1.1.1. A principal objective of ESI in designing the procedures that its employees and agents will be required to follow in conducting the RFP process, in particular the Proposal Receipt and Screening and Evaluation phases of the RFP process, is to preserve, to the maximum extent practicable, the confidentiality of any confidential information contained in Bidders’ proposals, including, but not limited to, the identities of Bidders and the proposal prices and other terms and conditions of their proposals.
2.1.1.2. To support this objective, ESI has developed an automated Bidder registration process.  Each Bidder must submit an electronic Bidder Registration Form by the specified deadline in order to be eligible to participate in this RFP solicitation process.  This registration process is designed explicitly for the purpose of enabling the electronic submission of proposal documents by all Bidders.
2.1.1.3. Upon receipt of a completed Bidder Registration Form, each Bidder will be issued a unique Bidder Identification Number (explained in further detail in Section 2.4 below) to be utilized in the electronic proposal submission process.
2.1.1.4. Submitting a Bidder Registration Form does not commit a prospective Bidder to submitting a proposal in response to this RFP.
2.1.1.5. The identity of all registered prospective Bidders will be kept confidential.
2.2 Bidder Registration Form

2.2.1. The draft Bidder Registration Form will be available for review on the RFP Website on October 1, 2003.  The final Bidder Registration Form will be available on the RFP Website on or about November 10, 2003.

2.2.2. Each Bidder must download this form and fill out all required fields in an electronic version of the form.  In addition to providing Bidder identity and contact information, the Bidder will also be required to indicate each generating plant for which proposals will be submitted.

2.2.3. Bidders who fail to submit a complete, electronic Bidder Registration Form by the deadline in Section 2.3 will be precluded from participation in the proposal submission process, because this form will be the sole means by which a Bidder receives a unique Bidder Identification Number (see Section 2.4 below).  Additionally, Bidders will be precluded from submitting a proposal from any generating plants that were not listed in the Bidder Registration Form.

2.2.4. Bidders must correctly perform several steps to complete the Bidder Registration Form.  

2.2.4.1. Bidders must download the Bidder Registration Form from the RFP Website after the final RFP is posted on or about November 10, 2003.

2.2.4.2. Bidders must complete the form and email the form as an attachment to the RFP submission email address:  ESIRFP@entergy.com (the “RFP Submission Email Address”).  Please note that Microsoft Word macros must be enabled to properly complete the form. 

2.2.4.3. Bidders must provide their correct email address in the Bidder Registration Form.  This address is the only means by which the Bidder can receive communications (i.e., confirmations or rejections) from ESI during the RFP process. 

2.2.4.4. Bidders should receive a confirmation/rejection email within 30 minutes of submitting the Bidder Registration Form.  If no confirmation/rejection email is received, Bidders should check the email address that was submitted in the Bidder Registration Form.  

2.2.4.5. Please note, if a Bidder has selected “return receipt requested” (which is a feature of most email programs but is not a part of the RFP process) on its submission of the Bidder Registration Form, the Bidder may receive a notification that its email has been deleted.  This notification should be ignored and, if the Bidder Registration Form was correctly completed, a confirmation email should be received shortly after the notification.  

2.2.5. Bidders are strongly encouraged to submit their registration forms well in advance of the deadline to provide adequate time to correct any errors which may be identified by ESI in the electronic registration process.

2.2.6. ESI will have an RFP “Hotline” available from November 12, 2003 to November 20, 2003, on business days from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. CPT, to assist Bidders only with respect to technical questions regarding the electronic registration or proposal submission process (the “RFP Hotline”).  The number for the RFP Hotline is (281) 297-3750.
2.2.7. Each Bidder must submit a properly completed electronic Bidder Registration Form by no later than 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 17, 2003, via email to the RFP Submission Email Address.  Bidders shall bear the risk of failing to submit an acceptable registration form by the specified deadline.  Bidders who submit their registration form within two hours of the specified deadline shall bear a substantial risk that, in the event of an error in their submission or a technical malfunction, they may not have enough time before the deadline to correct and resubmit an acceptable form.  ESI shall be under no obligation to Bidders to accept any improperly completed registration forms. 
2.3 Notification of Confirmation/Rejection of Bidder Registration.

2.3.1. If a Bidder attempts to submit a Bidder Registration Form without properly completing all fields designated as “required”, then the Bidder will receive an email indicating that the Bidder Registration Form has been rejected and such email will specify the missing or improperly completed fields.  The Bidder will be permitted to submit a corrected Bidder Registration Form, as long as the properly completed form is received in electronic form by ESI no later than 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 17, 2003.

2.3.2. Upon ESI’s receipt of a completed Bidder Registration Form, each Bidder will receive an email confirming receipt and providing Bidder with identification numbers as described below.

2.3.3. A Bidder will receive a Bidder Identification Number, at which time Bidder will be required to sign and fax the Bidder Registration Form per the instructions in the confirmation email.  Bidder Registration is not complete until an executed Bidder Registration Form is received by the RFP Administrator.

2.4 Issuance of Bidder Identification Number and Plant Identification Number(s) and if requested, a Signature Identification Number.  

2.4.1. A unique Bidder Identification Number and unique Plant Identification Number(s) will be issued for each generating plant indicated in the Bidder Registration Form.  These reference numbers, further described below, will be provided to Bidders in the return email indicating confirmation of receipt of their Bidder Registration Form.

2.4.2. A Bidder Identification Number (“Bidder ID”) will be issued to each Bidder.  The purpose of this process is to attempt to provide a reasonable level of assurance of anonymity in order to maintain a fair and consistent evaluation process. The Bidder will be required to reference this Bidder ID in all proposals that the Bidder will submit.  Each Bidder ID will be unique to each Bidder and will include the letter “B” followed by two numeric characters (e.g., B12).

2.4.3. A Plant Identification Number (“Plant ID”) will be issued to each Bidder for each generating plant listed in the Bidder Registration Form (e.g., if Bidder lists three generating plants in its Bidder Registration Form, three unique Plant IDs will be issued).  The purpose of this process is to attempt to provide a reasonable level of assurance of anonymity in order to maintain a fair and consistent evaluation process. The Bidder will be required to reference this Plant ID in all proposals that the Bidder will submit for that particular generating plant.  Each Plant ID will be unique to each generating plant and will include the letter “R” followed by three numeric characters (e.g., R345).

2.4.3.1. If a Bidder desires to include additional plants prior to the deadline, the Bidder must add those plants below the plants previously registered and resubmit the revised Bidder Registration Form prior to the deadline.  Please note that any previously submitted Bidder Registration Forms are superceded by the last Bidder Registration Form that is confirmed as timely received by the ESI automated system.

2.4.4. If the Bidder so requests in its Bidder Registration Form to be provided with a Signature Identification Number, a unique electronic Signature Identification Number will be issued to the Bidder by ESI.  By using this Signature Identification Number in any electronic submission where a signature is required, the Bidder consents to the use of the Signature Identification Number as an electronic signature and agrees that the Signature Identification Number will have the same force and effect as a handwritten signature, as permitted under the Electronic Signatures in Global and National Commerce, U.S.C. §§ 7001 -7003.  The Signature Identification Number will include the letter “S” followed by four numeric characters (e.g., S6789).  In the event the Bidder elects not to request an electronic Signature Identification Number for use in this RFP, the Bidder is still required to submit its proposal electronically but may use a facsimile signature or .pdf signature or other electronically-submitted handwritten (“wet”) signature of its authorized representative where a signature is required which submission should be followed by an original, hard copy of the executed document comprising such submission to the RFP Administrator at the address specified in Section 1.3.3.1 of this document.

2.5 Security of Information Provided in Bidder Registration Form.  
2.5.1. All information submitted through the Bidder Registration process will be included in a confidential database accessible by the Independent Monitor and the RFP Administrator, who will review and verify all information received from Bidders and the proposal summary report detailed below.
2.5.2. Upon completion of the Bidder Registration process on November 17, 2003, the Independent Monitor will provide certain members of the Proposal Evaluation Team a summary report of Bidder Registration Forms received. This report will communicate only the following:
2.5.2.1. The actual number of Bidders submitting a Bidder Registration Form, and
2.5.2.2. The number of proposals for each product category.
2.5.3. No information regarding the identity of Bidders will be communicated to the Proposal Evaluation Team.
3. Proposal Submittal Process
3.1 Joint Proposals

3.1.1. ESI is making every reasonable effort to maximize fair and impartial competition and prevent or avoid collusion by any parties in this RFP process.  Proposals determined by ESI, in its sole discretion, to have been made with the intent or effect of creating artificial prices, terms, or conditions will be rejected.  Bidders are prohibited from disclosing the fact of or terms and conditions of any proposal that the Bidder intends or expects to submit in response to the RFP to any other Person, and is prohibited from other action in concert with other Persons with respect to a potential proposal for this RFP process, except for the purpose of jointly developing a proposal, and in such cases, only after prior written notification to ESI of an intent to make such disclosures or otherwise act in concert.  Such notification to ESI shall include the identities of and background information concerning the Persons to which such disclosures might be made, and shall include a description of the disclosures and/or actions in concert that are contemplated.
3.2 Proposal Submission

3.2.1. Each proposal must be submitted electronically via email as directed in Section 3.2.9 below.  Electronic proposal submission and processing is being implemented to simplify the proposal submission process for Bidders and to help streamline ESI’s RFP process and make more efficient the means to support ESI’s efforts to ensure that all proposals are consistently, accurately and thoroughly evaluated by ESI.  The electronic proposal submission procedures are further described below.  Bidders should not send, and ESI will not accept, paper copies of electronic proposals, except as otherwise set forth in Section 2.4.3 above.
3.2.2. Bidders must submit a proposal for each product they choose to offer to ESI.

3.2.3. All proposals must be submitted in accordance with the detailed instructions and on the applicable form(s) provided in the Product Packages in Appendix C and must be signed, by an officer of the Bidder duly authorized to act on behalf of the Bidder by the Bidder’s board of directors (or similar governing body for an unincorporated Bidder).  The failure of the Bidder to submit a proposal on the requisite forms will be a cause for rejection of the proposal.
3.2.4. Electronic proposal submission forms must be downloaded from the RFP Website after the final RFP is posted on or about November 10, 2003.  Each form will be available in protected Microsoft Word format.  Please note that Microsoft Word macros must be enabled to properly complete the form.  A Bidder will be required to complete certain key information fields, which will be indicated as “*Required Fields”.  Other information may be requested of Bidders, which is not required.  The electronic proposal submission forms must be completed and emailed as an attachment to the RFP Submission Email Address.
3.2.5. For each product and for any proposed alternative for each product, the Bidder must identify on the appropriate form the type of product the proposal is offering and complete the appropriate forms in their entirety.  Using the forms is intended to ensure consistency in proposal submission and consistency in proposal interpretation by ESI.

3.2.6. Each Bidder must reference its own unique Bidder ID and the appropriate Plant ID in all electronic proposal submission forms associated with that Bidder’s proposals.  The Bidder ID and Plant ID reference numbers, which will be issued during the Bidder Registration process, are required in order for the Bidder to be eligible to participate in the RFP proposal submission process.
3.2.7. Bidders must provide their correct email address in the proposal submission form.  This address is the only means by which the Bidder can receive communications (i.e., confirmations or rejections) from ESI during the RFP process.  
3.2.8. Should a Bidder desire to submit unit contingent capacity proposals from more than one generating plant to be considered as a combined proposal, the Bidder should indicate such in the “Special Considerations” section of the proposal submission form for each such proposal that is intended to be part of such combined proposal.  In this case, the Bidder will be required to select from a list of “Combined Proposal Names.”  Each proposal that the Bidder intends to be included in a combined proposal must indicate the same Combined Proposal Name in each separate proposal.  Use of a Combined Proposal Name is the only means by which ESI will evaluate the proposals as a “combined proposal.”  (Note: In any event, each proposal will still need to provide unit contingent capacity; this is not the equivalent of a system sale.)

3.2.9. Final proposals will only be accepted between 8:00 a.m. CPT on Tuesday, November 18, 2003 until 6:00 p.m. CPT on Thursday, November 20, 2003, and must be submitted via electronic mail during that period to the RFP Submission Email Address.

3.2.10. Bidders will be notified via email shortly after submittal whether each proposal submitted was rejected or confirmed as received by ESI.  Please note, if a Bidder has selected “return receipt requested” (which is a feature of most email programs but is not a part of the RFP process) on its submission of the proposal, the Bidder may receive a notification that its email has been deleted.  This notification should be ignored and, if the proposal was correctly completed, a confirmation email should be received shortly after the notification.  Proposals that are not properly completed will be automatically rejected and an email notification will be provided to Bidders indicating the reason the proposal was rejected.  Bidders may contact the RFP Hotline for technical assistance.  Bidders are strongly encouraged to submit their proposals well in advance of the deadline to provide adequate time to correct any errors which may be identified by ESI in the electronic proposal submission process.
3.2.11. Bidders should receive a confirmation email within 30 minutes of submitting the proposal submission form.  If no confirmation email is received, Bidders should check the email address that was submitted in the proposal submission form.  

3.2.12. Bidders will be permitted to correct and resubmit previously rejected proposal submission forms up to 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 20, 2003.  ESI will reject any proposals received after the deadline or those sent to another electronic mail address.  Bidders shall bear the risk of failing to submit an acceptable proposal form by the specified deadline.  Bidders who submit their proposal form within two hours of the specified deadline shall bear a substantial risk that, in the event of an error in their submission or a technical malfunction, they may not have enough time before the deadline to correct and resubmit an acceptable form.  ESI shall be under no obligation to Bidders to accept any improperly completed proposal forms.
3.2.13. If the Bidder did not select the electronic signature option during the Bidder registration process, the Bidder must fax the executed signature page (and only the signature page) of each proposal to the RFP Administrator as per the instructions in the confirmation email.  If the entire proposal is received by fax, it will be discarded and not reviewed.

3.2.14. If during the proposal submission period, a Bidder desires to withdraw a proposal, or desires to substitute a proposal, which was confirmed as received by ESI, then such Bidder will be permitted to do so by completing the withdrawal form letter (the “Proposal Withdrawal Form”) provided in Appendix C and submitting the same via facsimile transmission to the RFP Administrator at (281) 297-3937 by no later than the proposal submission deadline.  If another proposal is intended to substitute for the withdrawn proposal, the additional proposal must be submitted by no later than the proposal submission deadline.

3.2.15. All information submitted by a Bidder in its electronic proposal submission form shall be considered confidential.

3.2.16. All information contained in a proposal may be subject to review by one or more of the regulatory commissions having jurisdiction over ESI and/or any of the Entergy Operating Companies, and may be subject to review by their staffs in connection with regulatory proceedings, or may be subject to review by any other Governmental Authority with jurisdiction relating to these matters, and may be subject to legal discovery.  By submitting a proposal, the Bidder agrees to allow ESI to use the results of the RFP as information, testimony or evidence in any proceeding before any of such regulatory commissions, or in any proceeding before any other Governmental Authority with jurisdiction relating to these matters; provided, however, that in the event such information is to be so disclosed, ESI will use its best reasonable efforts to attempt to obtain from such authority approval of a confidentiality agreement or protective order or other mechanism to protect the confidentiality of such information and to limit its dissemination.  ESI makes no assurance of the outcome of any such attempt.

3.2.17. Proposals submitted in response to this RFP will not be returned to Bidders.  At the conclusion of this RFP process (including regulatory review of specific transactions entered into as a result of this RFP), all proposals will be either destroyed or archived by ESI, subject to the provisions contained in this section providing for the treatment of such proposals as confidential and subject to any applicable codes of conduct.

4. Proposal Receipt Process
4.1 Final Proposals will be accepted until 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 20, 2003 (due date) and should be delivered via email to the RFP Submission Email Address.
Bidders accept all risk that any proposal(s) received after this deadline or sent to another email address will be considered non-conforming and will be rejected.  ESI will not accept any proposals which are not properly submitted through the electronic proposal submission process.
4.2 The RFP Submission Email Address has been established to automate reception and processing of Bidder Proposals.  This automated process has been designed and constructed by SAIC, an independent information technology contractor, to facilitate the proposal receipt process.  Electronic proposal receipt and processing will help streamline ESI’s RFP process and support ESI’s efforts to ensure that all proposals are consistently, accurately and thoroughly evaluated by ESI.

4.3 Upon confirmation of proposal receipt, each proposal will be automatically transferred into a central database designated exclusively to manage proposal data received in response to ESI’s Fall 2003 RFP solicitation process. 

4.3.1. No proposals shall be reviewed prior to 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 20, 2003.

4.3.2. Upon confirmation of proposal receipt, a proposal identification number (“Proposal ID”) will be automatically assigned to each proposal.  The purpose of this process is to attempt to provide a reasonable level of assurance of anonymity in order to maintain a fair and consistent evaluation process.

4.3.3. After 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 20, 2003, a full report containing all proposal data will be automatically generated from the central RFP database and then reviewed by the Independent Monitor and the RFP Administrator, under the oversight of the Independent Monitor.

4.4 Screen for Threshold Requirements
4.4.1. The RFP Administrator, under the oversight of the Independent Monitor, will thoroughly review and assess each proposal to ensure that it meets the following threshold requirements:
4.4.2. Proposals are completed on the forms provided.
4.4.2.1. Proposals must have clear and complete pricing information.

4.4.2.2. Each proposal must be irrevocable until 5:00 p.m. CPT on December 12, 2003 or, if ESI notifies the Bidder to the effect that the proposal has been selected for negotiation prior to such time and date, until 5:00 p.m. CPT on January 30, 2004 (unless otherwise specified by the Bidder in the “Special Considerations” section of the electronic proposal submission form).

4.4.2.3. Bidders must indicate their agreement to all material terms in the Model Contracts.

4.4.3. Proposals that meet all of the requirements (as described in Section 3.1 of the RFP) shall move to the product segregation process.

4.4.4. ESI reserves the right to either (1) reject incomplete, non-conforming or unclear proposals from further consideration or (2) contact Bidders for purposes of clarifying proposal terms or requesting additional information.

4.4.5. In the event that ESI believes that it would be appropriate to contact a Bidder to obtain further clarification, the question will be submitted to the RFP Administrator, who will transmit the question in writing to the Bidder.  The Bidder will then submit its written response to the RFP Administrator, who will redact the Bidder’s identifying information and transmit the response to the representatives of the Independent Monitor.  The Independent Monitor will review and approve the release of the information to the ESI evaluation team member who requested such information.  When such exchanges of information include confidential information, such exchanges will be conducted in accordance with the procedures described in Section 1.4.

4.5 Protection of Bidder Information
4.5.1. An automated process has been designed and constructed by SAIC to facilitate the proposal receipt and review process.  Pre-determined reporting software has been constructed to generate proposal data reports which will contain limited proposal data.  These proposal data reports will exclude data specifically identifying the Bidder, including Bidder Company name, Bidder Company address and Bidder Company contact information.  The Independent Monitor will review the output of this automated system prior to the distribution of any information to the ESI evaluation team.

4.5.2. After 6:00 p.m. CPT on November 20, 2003, the proposal data reports will be generated from the proposal information received into the central RFP database.

4.5.2.1. Each proposal will be identified by the Proposal ID discussed in Section 4.3.2.
4.5.2.2. In addition, each proposal data report will identify the generating plant by the Plant ID previously assigned during the Bidder Registration process, as discussed in Section 2.4.
4.5.2.3. The proposal data reports will be then reviewed and approved for release by the Independent Monitor prior to being distributed to the Proposal Evaluation Team.

4.5.3. Refer to Appendix E of the RFP for detailed information on the “Proposal Evaluation Process” and the notification protocols.

4.6 Segregation into Product Types
4.6.1. Each conforming proposal will be segregated, under the oversight of the Independent Monitor, into one of the following product types as designated by the Bidder in its proposal:

4.6.1.1. Multiple-Year Unit Capacity Call Option (MUCCO) (Term Sheet A)

4.6.1.1.1. MUCCO Product – CCGT, Cogeneration or other type of generating plant

4.6.1.1.2. MUCCO Product – CT/Quick Response

4.6.1.2. Multiple-Year Unit Capacity Purchase Agreement (MUCPA)

4.6.1.2.1. MUCPA Dispatchable Product – CCGT, Cogeneration or other type of generating plant (Term Sheet B)

4.6.1.2.2. MUCPA Dispatchable Product – CT/Quick Response Capacity (Term Sheet B)

4.6.1.2.3. MUCPA Must-Take On-Peak Product (Term Sheet C)

4.6.1.2.4. MUCPA Must-Take Standard Baseload Product (Term Sheet C)

4.6.2. Refer to Appendix E of the RFP for detailed information on the “Proposal Evaluation Process.”


The statements contained in this Appendix are made subject to the Reservation of Rights set forth in the RFP and subject to the terms and acknowledgements set forth in the Proposal Submission Agreement.


The statements contained in this Appendix are made subject to the Reservation of Rights set forth in the RFP and subject to the terms and acknowledgements set forth in the Proposal Submission Agreement.
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